
“Artists Analyze”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Analyze 
Ask students to try and figure out what the 
artwork by Donovan is made out of. Tell them 
they’ll need to use their observation skills and 
think hard. Ask them to describe the shapes they 
see. Have them brainstorm possible materials 
the work could be. Finally, explain that Donovan 
made her work out of Styrofoam cups.

Step 2:  Experiment 
Have an area set up with Styrofoam cups that 
students can choose to work at. As students 
work in centers, conduct a mini-lesson with the 
Styrofoam group. Pass out some cups to the 
group at a table with adhesive materials and 
cardboard ready. Ask students what material 
they think will work best to connect the cups. 
Have them to try different ways to connect the 
cups and allow them to experiment.

Grades 3-5

Choice

Step 3:  Reflect 
Leave a few minutes after clean up for the 
Styrofoam group to report their findings about 
how best to work with Styrofoam to the class. 
Have them explain what they learned, and then 
give other students a chance to ask questions.  

Tip: Found object art is a fun way for kids to try 
different materials. It’s easy to keep stocked by 
asking kids to bring in recyclables like cereal 
boxes or plastic soda bottles from home.

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Analyze a process used to create 
artwork.

Materials 
• TAB centers that students are familiar with, like 

painting, drawing, sculpture and collage. 
• Styrofoam cups, cardboard, various adhesives

Motivation 
• Ask: What kinds of materials do artists use to 

make art? Have students share ideas.  

• Explain that some artists use things that we don’t 
expect to be art materials in their work. One 
example is artist Tara Donovan.  

• Show an installation piece by Donovan that is 
created with Styrofoam cups, like this one.
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