
“Clay Self-Portraits”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Create face shape 
Before the lesson, create tracers for students to 
use. The tracers should be shaped like an oval 
with a rectangle hanging off one of the ends. 
Students will fold the rectangular piece over an 
unsharpened pencil to create a pocket for the 
hanging wire to pass through once the pieces are 
dry and fired.  

Give each student a piece of clay about the size 
of a small fist. Have them flatten the clay to 3/8” 
thick, then cut out the face shape using a tracer. 
Next, have students fold the rectangular part 
over a pencil and smooth down. 

Step 2:  Add details 
Demonstrate different additive and subtractive 
methods of adding details. Then, have students 
add all of their facial features. Encourage 
students to include what makes them unique 
(glasses, missing teeth, freckles, hairstyle, etc…) 

Once pieces have dried a bit, carefully remove 
the pencils. Twisting the pencils slightly as you 
pull helps them come out easily. 

Grades K-2

Form

Step 3:  Add color and wire 
After firing, students can add color with metallic 
tempera. Be sure to include many choices for 
various skin, hair and eye colors! Run wire or 
string through the hole at the top to hang. 

Tip: It can be tricky to find the right color for red 
hair. Try mixing your own using a combination of 
red, brown and orange paint. Metallic copper 
also sometimes is a good match!

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Create self-portrait out of clay 
using basic clay techniques. 

Materials 
• Clay and Clay Tools 
• Tagboard Tracers 
• Unsharpened Pencils 
• Wire or String 
• Metallic Tempera Paint

Motivation 
• Discuss the difference between a portrait and a 

self-portrait. View and discuss a variety of self-
portraits from famous or working artists.  

• Discuss the difference between 2D and 3D art. 
Play a game where you point to art/objects and 
see if students can tell you if they’re 2D or 3D. 

• Talk about embracing differences with Todd Parr’s 
book It’s Okay to Be Different. 

http://www.amazon.com/Its-Okay-Different-Todd-Parr/dp/0316043478/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1432749924&sr=8-1&keywords=it%27s+ok+to+be+different
http://www.amazon.com/Its-Okay-Different-Todd-Parr/dp/0316043478/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1432749924&sr=8-1&keywords=it%27s+ok+to+be+different

