
“Digital Pop Portraits”

Lesson Plan

Step 1: Take and Edit Portrait 
Students can take photos using whatever tech is 
available. Be sure the initial photos are clear. 
Using the image editing software remove the 
background of the portraits. The polygon lassos 
and/or quick masks are especially effective. Copy 
and paste the edited portrait to a new 4.25”x5.5” 
file. This new file will now have two layers—the 
background layer and the portrait layer. 

Step 2: Make 4 Copies  
Duplicate the two edited layers onto a new 
8.5”x11” file. Make sure the new file and the 
smaller file have the same resolution or students 
will get awkward resizing issues. Once the two 
layers have been duplicated, duplicate them 
three more times on the same large file. Students 
should now see 4 self-portraits, one in each 
quadrant. 
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Step 3: Add Effects/Background 
Students should apply a different gradient to 
each of the four backgrounds. They should also 
apply different filters or layer effects to each 
portrait. Encourage students to play around to 
find aesthetically pleasing combinations.  

Tip: Failure to define the selection to just one 
quadrant will apply a gradient to the entire 
image.  

Tip: If students don't nail the 4.25” by 5.5” to 8.5” 
by 11” conversion, this project can be a 
nightmare to keep straight, and it won't line up 
cleanly.  

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Use technology to create a 
variety of portraits with digital effects.

Materials 
• Technology to take photos like digital cameras, 

smartphones or tablets with cameras  
• Image editing software like Photoshop, Pixlr 

Editor, GIMP, or SumoPaint 
• Color Printer (optional)

Motivation 
• Show students examples from pop artists that 

worked in series. Warhol is a natural fit here.  

• Have students spend some time playing around 
with different filters and effects in the editing 
software.  

• Have students watch the steps of the project.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuJELB1GGhI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuJELB1GGhI&feature=youtu.be

