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Egyptian facesEgyptian facesEgyptian facesEgyptian faces    
For Upper Elementary 

 
 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 

• 12” X 18” White Paper 

• Oil Pastels including Metallic Pastels (especially gold) 

• Gold Metallic Tempera Paint 

• Scissors and glue stick 

• 12” x 18” Colored Paper for mounting 
 
 

Step One: Drawing the Face 

 
Top begin with; photocopy the “Egyptian Faces” handout for each student and 
prepare to demonstrate how to draw a profile on the white board. Okay, I know 
what you’re thinking. I can’t draw!   
Believe me, not drawing well makes for a better demonstration than drawing 
perfectly. Kids will understand what you’re trying to do and will feel rather good 
about themselves when they pop out a profile better than the teachers. So relax 
and let’s get started… 
 

Using a light colored oil pastel (any light color 
will do: yellow, white, flesh) place the oil pastel 
in the middle of the black paper towards the 
right side. Snug up to this edge, as you will 
need enough room on the left side of the page 
for the rest of the head.  
 
Lightly draw a short straight line downwards to 
form a forehead, add a nose (angular is better), 
then another short straight line and then, here’s 
a trick: add a “less-than” sign (angle line). The 
mouth will look strange without lips, but leave it 
for now and go onto drawing a chin.  Now go 
back and add lips: first a line in the middle and 
two bumps for the lips. 
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Mistakes are okay! The boy in this 
picture didn’t start the drawing the way 
he would’ve liked, so he just colored 
over his “mistake” and continued on.  
 
When drawing the neck, place two 
parallel lines on a slight angle instead of 
straight up and down.  
Draw simple shoulders: outward, slope 
and then down off the bottom of the 
page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing the eye: Let’s face it, the eyes are strange. They face forward, not to the 
side. Draw the top eyelid first. It’s almost like drawing a fish. Then add a small 
curved line for the bottom of the eye and then add the pupil. The top eyelid need 
not be too thick yet. In fact, make sure the kids know not to add details at this step. 
When we begin to color and add final details, the kids can really enhance the eyes 
then. 
At this point, the face should still look like a rough sketch. 
 

 
I give the kids the option to draw a forward 
facing Egyptian Face. In many ways, this is 
easier, as many kids are familiar with drawing 
faces straight on.  
I give very simple drawing instructions: first a 
letter “U” for the face, add two straight lines 
for the neck, add the head piece and then the 
features. 
 
This artist didn’t listen to any of my simple 
instructions and instead created her own 
Egyptian face the way she envisioned. 
Don’t you love it when this happens? 
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Step Two: Coloring the Face 

 
 
If your art room is like mine, you might not 
have perfect palettes of oil pastels. Instead, I 
have broken pieces of hard to identify colors. 
Searching for good face colors can be a 
challenge, but I like to encourage the kids to 
find at least two colors they like and mix them 
up. Some kids use a dark brown oil pastel 
only to find that it’s too dark. Adding white and 
blending it in with the brown can really make 
the difference. Adds to the fun, I think.  
 
The student in this picture (left) used a regular 
flesh and then colored on top with a regular 
reddish-brown. The result was exactly what 
she wanted. 
 
 
 

 
After the face is completed, turn your 
focus to the headpiece. Most sixth grade 
teachers study ancient civilizations and 
have a bevy of books with colored photos 
at their disposal, but if you don’t, borrow 
a few Egyptian non-fiction books from the 
library. It helps steer the kids in the right 
color direction. 
I’m not a purist for historical accuracy, so 
I don’t limit my student’s choice of colors. 
but if you are, go for it.  
To make patterns, fill in blocks of color 
and then, with another contrasting color, 
draw lines and patterns on top. This 
technique is especially effective with 
gold, silver or black oil pastel.  
 
 

Can you see how this artist colored his headpiece in strips? First pink, then purple 
then green. Then he added the details on top of the color. Much easier this way! 
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Make sure you order gold metallic oil 
pastels from your favorite art catalog like 
Saxs, Nasco, or Dick Blick. 
If you don’t have access to gold oil pastels, 
use gold paper. Craft stores stock gold 
wrapping paper or better yet, dig into your 
gift-wrap box and pull out anything gold 
(ribbon, bows, etc.) Once I set out a bin of 
gold thread and it was fascinating how the 
children used this medium in their Egyptian 
faces. 
Gold tempera paint is another great 
investment. A little goes a long way and is 
stunning in this project. 
 
For a great finishing touch, trace over all 
lines with a black oil pastel, especially the 
eye. If anything, it’s the trick to making this 
rather normal looking profile look seriously 
ancient.  

 
In this piece, the artist used the black oil pastel effectively. The piece wouldn’t 
have looked as strong without it. Encourage your students to think about this step, 
especially if you think the results will be something they will like. 
 
 

Step Three: Mounting the Face 

 
Once the face is completed and has 
all the wonderful Egyptian details 
added, cut out the entire piece. 
 
Set out three or four colors that 
would enhance the face. Black, red, 
teal and fuchsia are especially 
dramatic.  
If you have time, the kids can add 
an Egyptian border using cut-up 
pieces of gold paper, perhaps 
stamping or even gold pastel 
symbols. It’s up to you. 
 
 

Reassure students that if they didn’t fit their entire crown on their picture, not to 
worry. It’ll look fine without it. 
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Sixth Grade Student WorkSixth Grade Student WorkSixth Grade Student WorkSixth Grade Student Work    
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Egyptian ProfileEgyptian ProfileEgyptian ProfileEgyptian Profile    
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