
	  
Sea Otters 
   
 
Materials Needed: 
Watercolor paper 
Black construction paper 
Liquid watercolor (blue, turquoise, purple and 
green) 
Paint brushes 
Water 
Paper Towel 
Salt 
Oil Pastels 
Glue 
 
Instructions: 
Create the watercolor background first so that it can dry before adding the otter.  Using 
liquid watercolor, brush a variety of colors on watercolor paper in a side-to-side or wavy 
motion.  Do not over mix the colors, you want to create depth and interest.  You may 
even leave some white spaces.  Shake a small amount of salt in a couple areas – salt lightly 
as you would food.  As the paint dries, the salt will pull the pigment around it away for a 
sea foam effect.  Put watercolor paper aside to dry. 
 
Show students some pictures of sea otters in their natural habitats for inspiration.  Review 
sea otter facts: 

• The heaviest members of the weasel family, sea otters are also the second 
smallest marine mammals.  

• Unlike other marine mammals, they do not have a layer of blubber to help 
them keep warm. Instead, sea otters have the densest fur in the animal 
kingdom, ranging from 250,000 to a million hairs per square inch, which 
insulates them.  

• Sea otters eat urchins, abalone, mussels, clams, crabs, snails and about 40 
other marine species. Sea otters eat approximately 25% of their weight in 
food each day to support their high metabolism. 

• Sea otters are social animals that float together in groups called "rafts" and 
hold hands when they sleep so they don't drift away from each other. 

	  



	  

   

   
 
With the black construction paper and oil pastels, have the students draw a sea otter.  
Have students focus on the basic shapes they see.  Start by drawing lightly a head and 
block out the shape of the snout, nose, eyes, and ears.  Next draw a shape for the body 
and block out the paws and arms.  Once the basic shapes are sketched out with the oil 
pastels, the kids can get really creative adding texture for the hair and mixing colors.  
Make sure the students color in the texture in the direction they want the fur to go.  Oil 
pastels can be blended with a finger or paper towel and more layers can be applied.  
When finished, cut sea otter out and glue to the watercolor paper to give the appearance 
that it is popping out of the water. 
 
Lesson inspired by gallery from Mary Making 


