
“Texture Pumpkins”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Roll and Flatten Ball
Pass out clay. Have students set aside a small 
piece of clay to use for the stem, then roll the 
rest of the clay into a ball. Demonstrate 
flattening the ball until it is about as thick as a 
pancake, and have students follow your lead. 

Step 2:  Add Name and Stem
On one side of the pumpkin, have students press 
in their names with small wooden styluses or 
pencils . On the other side, have them use the 
pieces of leftover clay to create small, coil stems. 
Encourage students to press firmly so the stems 
stay attached. You may need to have students 
score and slip. 

Grades K-2

Texture

Step 3:  Add Texture and Color
Demonstrate adding texture by gently pressing 
the different texture tools into the pumpkins. 
Encourage students to be thoughtful about what 
they want their final pumpkins to look like. Give 
students the option of adding details, such as 
drawing a few lines into the pumpkins or stems. 
Let dry and fire. 

After firing, have students paint the pumpkins 
using regular or metallic tempera paint 

Tip: Use balls of clay that are slightly larger than 
golf balls to ensure students can finish in one 
class period. 

Tip: Layer finished pumpkins between sheets of 
newspaper to slow drying time and reduce the 
risk of cracking.

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Students will create simple clay  
forms with different textures. 

Materials
• Clay
• Texture Tools (shells, buttons, stamps, etc...)
• Metallic Tempera Paint

Motivation
• Read a fall book about pumpkins. The Runaway 

Pumpkin by Kevin Lewis is a fun choice.

• Introduce the concept of texture. Have students 
spend some time exploring different textures in 
the art room. What is the texture of the walls? The 
floor? Their hair? The bottoms of their shoes? 

• Send students on a texture hunt. Can they find 
something smooth, rough or bumpy? 
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