
“Thiebaud Ice Cream Cones”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Draw Cones and Paint  
Have students draw three ice cream cones on 
their tagboard lightly in pencil. Using tempera 
paint, have students paint the area around their 
cones one color, and then paint their cones 
another color. I like to mix some pastels for the 
backgrounds and mix up a “cone color” using 
white, brown and orange. More advanced 
students could mix their own colors. Let dry. 

Step 2:  Add 3D Ice Cream Paint 
In a large container (a gallon ice cream container 
works well) mix one part glue to two parts 
shaving cream. If you want “flavored” ice cream, 
you can add a squirt of tempera paint. Divide the 
puffy mixture into smaller containers.  !
Have students add the puffy paint to the tops of 
their cones. Demonstrate scooping a blob onto a 
large brush and gently swirling it on the paper. 
The lighter the touch, the better!

Grades K-2

Shape

Step 3:  Add Details 
With short classes, take three days and add 
details with oil pastels after the ice cream paint is 
dry. With longer classes, set up 2 stations. Have 
students add details with oil pastels first, then 
paint with the ice cream paint.  !
Tip: To take this lesson a step further, ask 
students to use different types of line to 
decorate their cones. !
Tip: Have students keep their puffy paint under 
1/4” high, so it will fit on the drying rack.

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Students will create a series of 
ice cream cones using a variety of mediums.

Materials 
• 12” x 18” Tagboard and Pencils 
• Tempera Paint  
• White Glue and Foam Shaving Cream (Barbasol) 
• Large container for mixing  
• Oil Pastels 

Motivation 
• Look at the artwork of Wayne Thiebaud. Notice 

how he often paints multiples. This counting book 
is a great introduction to his work for young 
students.  

• Have a chat about ice cream. Read about where 
ice cream comes from. Have students tell you 
about their favorite flavors. Create a bar graph 
showing which flavors are the most loved. 

http://www.amazon.com/Counting-Wayne-Thiebaud-Susan-Goldman/dp/0811857204
http://www.amazon.com/From-Cow-Ice-Cream-Changes/dp/0516260669/ref=pd_sim_b_8?ie=UTF8&refRID=1MFXQSSXCFX55BXWEQ43
http://www.amazon.com/Counting-Wayne-Thiebaud-Susan-Goldman/dp/0811857204
http://www.amazon.com/From-Cow-Ice-Cream-Changes/dp/0516260669/ref=pd_sim_b_8?ie=UTF8&refRID=1MFXQSSXCFX55BXWEQ43

