
 
Winter Scene 

   

 
Supplies Needed:       

6” x 9” light blue construction paper 
Tempera paint- white, brown, green, turquoise 
Cut cereal boxes or cardboard approximately 1 ½” x 3” 
Q-Tips or Paint daubers  
Sponges 1” x 1” x 3”  
Pencils 

 
Elements:        Line, shape/form, color, Value (tints and shade) 
 
Principles:       Balance, Contrast, Emphasis and Unity 
 
Directions: 

• Cover tables with newspaper and pour paint in paper plates for easy clean up. 
Distribute the damp sponges, cardboard, pencils, and Q-tips.  

• Discussion starts with talking about the winter weather, the cooler/colder 
temperatures, trees that have lost their leaves, and the gray colors of the sky 
during the day. Then students are asked how many have been to the snow in the 
mountains. The students are asked if any have seen an evergreen tree like a pine 
tree/Christmas tree. Why is it called evergreen? Because it never looses all of its 
leaves or needles. Then students are asked how many have been to the ocean and 
have seen that line where the sky meets the ocean. That line is called a horizon 
line. 

• Today each one of you will be painting a landscape and in the landscape you will 
have a horizon line, cold looking snow, and evergreen trees. 

• At this point, demonstrate how the students will be using their tools. 



 
 

1. Dragging the thinest part of the cardboard through the white paint, then 
half way down the page pulling the cardboard down the paper. Keep 
refilling the board with white paint until the paper has snow on the lower 
half of the paper. 

2. With the same cardboard, drag it through the blue paint and go back over 
the white paint. When the blue gets streaky, reload it with paint. Keep 
going until there is a nice layer of blue/white ice on half of the paper. 
Remind them to always go down with their movements. Some students 
will like to take the cardboard horizontally. You need them to go vertically. 
Once they get painting they will be going in all directions with the tools. 

3. Using the damp sponge piece dip it into the white paint and pounce off 
some of the paint on the plate where there is no paint. Then lightly pounce 
the sponge in the sky area, above the horizon line. Give the sky a nice 
snowy effect; it should look like snow falling from the sky.  

4. Now for forming the evergreen trees, first the tree trunks are made using 
brown paint and a new cardboard. Paint 5 trees, 2 on one side and 3 on the 
other. 

5. Taking a new cardboard and dipping into the brown paint and pressing it 
down on the horizon line. Remind them to space the trees out, so the 
landscape will be interesting to others who look at their pictures.  

6. Now for the green part of the tree, using another side of the sponge 
dipped into the paint it will be dancing back and forth on the paper over 
the tree trunk. Once the sponge is loaded with paint, starting at the top of 
the tree, lightly pressing down to place the green branches on the tree.  
When the paint runs out reload it. The students might want to smear the 
sponge back and forth. Remind them to dot the paper. 

7. Add additional snow by tipping a Q-tip in the white and dot paper with 
snowflakes. 

8. Lastly, the students need to sign their work. Since they are the artists, 
artist signatures are placed either in the right or left hand corner of the 
paper. 

9. Clean up with warm soap and water. Overtime the daubers will 
disintegrate so make sure they are dry before putting them away. 
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